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Follow-up to women in situations of violence in the covid-19 
pandemic: protocol of scoping review

A participação do pai no cuidado ao filho com doença grave:  
Um protocolo de revisão de escopo

ABSTRACT 
Objective: to map evidence from the literature about the follow-up in the at-
tention networks to women in situations of violence during the social isolation 
of Covid-19. Method: scope review elaborated by the population strategy, 
concept, and context, without limitations of the types of studies, country, or 
language. Eight databases will be used in the areas of Health, Law, Social, and 
Multidisciplinary Sciences, and for the gray literature three repositories. The 
management of the materials will be done through software to exclude dupli-
cate materials and to select the studies by two reviewers and a third reviewer 
in case of divergences. For data extraction, a script will be used. The presen-
tation of the results will occur descriptively, establishing categories from the 
findings. The Preferred Reporting Items checklist for Systematic Reviews and 
Meta-Analyses extension for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-SCR) will be used for 
the final writing of the review.
Descriptors: Violence Against Women; Delivery of Health Care; User Embra-
cement; COVID-19. 

RESUMO
Objetivo: Apresentar um protocolo de revisão de escopo para mapear e des-
crever os estudos disponíveis na literatura científica acerca da presença e par-
ticipação do pai no cuidado ao filho com doença grave. Método: O protocolo 
seguirá o método proposto pelo Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) e as diretrizes do 
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analyses – Exten-
sion for Scoping Reviews (PRISMA-ScR) para relato de protocolos de revisão. 
Nossa pergunta norteadora foi “Como ocorre a participação do pai no cuidado 
ao filho com doença grave?”. Será utilizada uma estratégia de busca detalhada 
empregando a estratégia PCC (população, conceito e contexto) nas bases de 
dados CINAHL, Embase, Scopus, Web of Science, SciELO, PubMed e Biblioteca 
Virtual em Saúde (BVS). Para busca de literatura cinzenta, serão utilizados 
o Google Acadêmico e Catálogo de Teses e Dissertações da Coordenação de 
Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES). Dois revisores inde-
pendentes selecionarão os resultados da busca por meio da informação do 
título e resumo. Em seguida, realizarão a leitura dos estudos na íntegra, con-
siderando os critérios de elegibilidade, e extrairão, por meio de um formulário 
padronizado, as informações pertinentes à revisão a qual esse protocolo se 
propõe. Os resultados serão demonstrados na forma de quadro, fluxograma, 
figuras, resumo narrativo e descritivo.
Descritores: Pai; Relações Pai-Filho; Comportamento Paterno; Cuidado da 
Criança; Doença Catastrófica.

INTRODUCTION
Violence against women (VCM) and its different manifestations cons-
titute a public health problem, highlighting the developments that af-
fect health and living conditions. VCM is still crossed by determinants, 
which impact the phenomenon and its production and reproduction in 
society.
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Social isolation and greater coexistence of pe-
ople at home, as well as factors such as stress 
and restricted access to support services, in-
crease the risk of violence(1). This reinforces the 
general perception that the strategies to curb 
the advance of the pandemic have accentua-
ted existing weaknesses, demanding new ways 
of perceiving and acting to cope with new and 
known social needs. Although isolation is an ef-
fective measure of control of Coronavirus 2019 
disease (Covid-19), it can lead to social, psy-
chological, and economic consequences, exa-
cerbating or favoring the triggering of various 
types of violence(2).
In Brazil, in 2021, a survey conducted by the 
Datasenado(3) on domestic and family violence 
against women revealed that 49% of the wo-
men interviewed declared that, with the pan-
demic, aggression became more frequent, and 
44% stated that it became more serious.
This strategy isolated women in abusive rela-
tionships and far from their support networks, 
hindering access to services, which contributed 
to the prevention of violence(4). The set of these 
elements linked to social isolation impacts care 
networks for women in a situation of violence(5), 
damaging the continuity of actions related to 
coping not only in the health field.
VCM and its manifestations have been inves-
tigated by various fields of knowledge and fa-
ced by different social movements. Despite 
the extensive production on the occurrence of 
VCM, and its impact on women’s lives during 
the pandemic(1-2.4,6-7), there are few produc-
tions related to actions for the follow-up of this 
population in the care network during social 
isolation(8). A preliminary search in the SCO-
PUS, PUBMED databases, in the Online Brazi-
lian Journal of Nursing (OBJN), and the Open 
Science Framework (OSF) platform, it did not 
identify scope review protocols that explored 
the follow-up of women in situations of violence 
in the COVID-19 pandemic. Thus, considering 
the repercussions of the MVC on the quality of 
life of this population and the urgent need to 
develop intersectoral measures to combat this 
phenomenon through the coping network(6), 
the relevance of this study is justified by unvei-
ling the follow-up experiences developed in this 
period, from the perspective of survivors and 
workers of the attention network. 
Therefore, it is necessary to analyze the cur-
rent evidence on how the follow-up of women 
in situations of violence has occurred in the 
specialized and non-specialized care networks 

in the period of isolation, seeking subsidies for 
the reorientation of coping actions that aim to 
be accessible, effective and resolvable. From 
this one can advance in the understanding of 
the phenomenon of VCM contextualized to the 
new reality, observing conceptual changes and 
gaps in knowledge and continuing the efforts of 
many women in the search for their rights and 
a life without violence.
Considering the relevance of the issue pointed 
out as a public health problem, mobilizations in 
favor of coping with the VCM become essential, 
assuming a commitment to the search for me-
asures aimed at ensuring the safety and well-
-being of these women. The objective of this 
scope review is to map evidence from the lite-
rature on the follow-up of care networks to wo-
men in situations of violence during the social 
isolation of covid-19.

METHOD
The framework for the construction of the scope 
review protocol was based on the Joanna Briggs 
Institute (JBI) Manual(9) and is registered in OSF 
(doi 10.17605/OSF.IO/NBPY5). Scope reviews 
allow for mapping the main concepts, clarifying 
research areas, and identifying knowledge gaps, 
proving to be an appropriate methodology for 
the investigation of broad topics(9). Therefore, it 
is considered that the publication of protocols is 
a way to highlight the methodological rigor with 
the transparency of the process of conducting 
the research, which also allows reproducibility 
and reduction of the risk of bias in the study(10).

Review question
The question was based on the population, con-
cept, and context strategy (PCC) recommended 
for scope reviews(9). The elements were raised: 
women (population), violence (concept), and 
follow-up in the period of the covid-19 pande-
mic (context). The question that guides this re-
view is: “What is the production of knowledge 
about the follow-up in the network of attention 
to women in situations of violence in the period 
of social isolation of Covid-19?”.

Inclusion and exclusion criteria
Inclusion criteria were: materials involving 
women aged 18 years or over in situations of 
violence (by intimate, domestic and/or institu-
tional partner) in the context of the follow-up 
carried out during the social isolation of the co-
vid-19 pandemic in specialized and non-specia-
lized care networks(11).
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The exclusion criteria were: materials involving 
violence against children, adolescents, cis or 
transgender men, Lesbian population, Gays, Bi, 
Trans, queer/Questioning, Intersex, Asexual/
Aromantics/Agender, Pan/Poli, Non-binary and 
plus (LGBTQIAPN+) and/or informal support 
network (family, friends, etc.) exclusively. Ma-
terials not found in full will still be excluded, 
even after a request to the authors or by the 
Bibliographic Switching service (COMUT) of the 
Central Library of Ribeirão Preto of the Univer-
sity of São Paulo (BCRP-USP).
For the population, the term “women” was 
taken as a gender, built in the sociocultural con-
text(12), which maintains relationships with bio-
logical sex, but is not determined by it, it can 
thus cover a larger population when contempla-
ting cis and transgender women. The age of the 
population was delimited from the milestone of 
the marital majority in Brazil (18 years). 
Concerning the concept of violence, this covers 
several forms and manifestations, therefore, it 
is necessary to define which denominations will 
be contemplated in this review, aiming to give 
objectivity and meet the scope that aims to de-
limit. In general, it deals with gender violence 
that encompasses all kinds of violence from one 
gender to another, although historically, this 
concept is closer to the violence of men against 
women(13).
Specifically, if the VCM does not involve a limited 
agent or site, which relates to intimate partner 
violence committed by aggressors who main-
tain a close bond with the woman in a situation 
of violence(14), including straight or homosexual 
affective relationships, and with domestic and 
intrafamilial violence, which may involve other 
populations not identified as women in certain 
spaces(8,15). All of these are centered on the im-
balance of power that favors the naturalization 
of violence, hindering the confrontation and le-
ading to ways to mitigate the impact of aggres-
sions, be they physical and/or psychological(16). 
In addition to these types, institutional violence 
is present, which shows great potential to cause 
suffering to women in situations of violence by 
making them unnecessary through procedures 
that lead them to revive the situation of violen-
ce and/or stigmatization(17). Thus, it is empha-
sized that the scope of this review involves spe-
cific forms of violence that persist in the social 
reality and that are passed by different deter-
minants, not being immune to the phenomena 
of the context in which they develop.
In this context, initiatives aimed at facilitating 

women’s care by different networks of atten-
tion, developed by different institutional and 
social movements, have shown important me-
chanisms of resistance to violence(5). Given this, 
it is questioned how the follow-up began to oc-
cur in specialized and non-specialized networks 
of care for women in situations of violence(11). 
Thus, we seek to advance in the fight against 
this problem, understanding how the pandemic 
impacted the various services, the conditions in 
which the follow-up occurred, and the coping 
strategies adopted(5). 

Sources of information
All types of studies will be accepted regardless 
of the methodological designs. There will be 
no restriction on the language and/or country 
of publication. Original studies or literature re-
view studies with qualitative and/or quantitati-
ve approaches may be included in the sample. 
As for gray literature, letters, guidelines, gui-
delines, and other publications may be selected 
without preliminary limitation.
Each source will be used given the different 
characteristics they present, being selected for 
this review: the databases of the area of Biolo-
gical SCIENCES PUBMED, Latin American and 
Caribbean Literature in Health Sciences (LILA-
CS) and Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied 
Health Literature (CINAHL); the foundations of 
the area of SocINDEX Humanities, the HeinOn-
line database and the multidisciplinary databa-
ses PsycINFO, SCOPUS and Web of Science. The 
selected sources of gray literature were Google 
Scholar, the Thesis Portal of the Coordination 
for Improvement of Higher Education Person-
nel (CAPES) and the Institutional Repository for 
Information Sharing of the Pan American He-
alth Organization (IRIS/PAHO). The references 
of the studies selected for full reading will be 
consulted for additional sources. Authors of in-
terest studies may be contacted to request ad-
ditional information; if data is missing, even af-
ter the attempt to contact, further searches will 
not be followed.

Search strategy
The refinement of descriptors and keywords 
was performed from a first search in the ME-
DLINE (PubMed) and Google Academic data-
bases, referring to the words contained in the 
titles and abstracts and the indexing terms. 
Access to databases was made by the Virtual 
Private Network (VPN) of the University of São 
Paulo (USP). Also, the tools that correspond to 
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the descriptors in Health Sciences (DeCS) and 
Medical Subject Headings (MESH) were used to 
identify the indexing terms that best meet the 
objectives of the review. This whole process, as 
well as the structuring of the search strategy, 
was done with the help of a librarian from BCR-
P-USP (Figure 1). The indexing terms and other 
keywords listed were combined from the use of 
the Boolean AND and OR operators and other 

signals, according to the search platform. In the 
search for gray literature, the first 100 links/
documents raised on the specified platforms will 
be included, considering the time and number 
of reviewer’s limitations. The final search will 
be carried out using the terms identified in the 
refinement described, which can be modified, if 
necessary, with documentation for final presen-
tation in the review. 

Figure 1 - Search strategy in PubMed. Ribeirão Preto, SP, Brazil, 2023

Search Query Results

#1

Search: “Violence”[MeSH Terms] OR (“Violence”[MeSH Terms] OR “Violence”[All 
Fields] OR “violence s”[All Fields] OR “violences”[All Fields]) OR “Intimate 

Partner Abuse”[All Fields] OR ((“batter”[All Fields] OR “battered”[All Fields] OR 
“batterer”[All Fields] OR “batterers”[All Fields] OR “battering”[All Fields] OR 

“batters”[All Fields]) AND “female*”[All Fields]) OR “battered women*”[All Fields] 
OR “battered woman*”[All Fields] OR “Woman battering”[All Fields] OR “battered 

wife*”[All Fields] OR “Spouse Abuse”[All Fields] OR “Physical Abuse”[All Fields] OR 
(“rape”[MeSH Terms] OR “rape”[All Fields])

146,698

#2

Search: “Women”[MeSH Terms] OR “womans”[All Fields] OR “Women”[MeSH 
Terms] OR “Women”[All Fields] OR “woman”[All Fields] OR “women s”[All Fields] 

OR “womens”[All Fields] OR “womans”[All Fields] OR “Women”[MeSH Terms] 
OR “Women”[All Fields] OR “woman”[All Fields] OR “women s”[All Fields] OR 

“womens”[All Fields] OR “female*”[All Fields]

10,158,611

#3

Search: “COVID-19”[MeSH Terms] OR “SARS-CoV-2”[MeSH Terms] OR “Severe 
acute respiratory syndrome-related coronavirus”[MeSH Terms] OR “COVID-19”[All 

Fields] OR “COVID-19”[All Fields] OR “COVID-19”[MeSH Terms] OR “COVID-
19”[All Fields] OR “covid19”[All Fields] OR “SARS-CoV-2”[MeSH Terms] OR 

“SARS-CoV-2”[All Fields] OR “covid”[All Fields] OR “COVID-19”[MeSH Terms] OR 
“COVID-19”[All Fields] OR “SARS-CoV-2”[All Fields] OR “SARS-CoV-2”[All Fields] 
OR “sars cov2”[All Fields] OR “sarscov 2”[All Fields] OR “sarscov2”[All Fields] OR 
“sarscov”[All Fields] OR “coronavirus*”[All Fields] OR “nCoV”[All Fields] OR “2019 

ncov”[All Fields] OR “2019 ncov”[All Fields] OR “nCoV-2019”[All Fields]

376,375

#4 Search: (#1 AND #2 AND #3) 978

Data management
The selection process, following the search, will 
be carried out by two independent reviewers, 
who will use the inclusion/exclusion criteria. The 
process of deleting duplicates will be performed 
by an online reference manager (EndNoteWeb), 
with the transfer of the resulting documents to 
an application online for conducting revisions 
(Rayyan); both available free of charge. The en-
tire selection process will be presented through 
the flow diagram of Preferred Reporting Items 
for Systematic Reviews and Meta-analyzes ex-
tension for scoring review (PRISMA-SCR)(18).

Selection of studies
The titles and substracts of the materials found 
will be read thoroughly, excluding those that do 
not meet the purpose of the review. The other 
materials will be read in full and selected based 

on relevance to the guiding question and inclu-
sion/exclusion criteria. In case of differences 
during the search and/or selection, the consen-
sus between the two reviewers will be sought 
and, if not possible, a third reviewer will be in-
vited to resolve them.

Data collection
The data of the selected materials will be ma-
pped, identifying the information of interest 
with the help of an adapted script from the 
JBI manual(9) (Figure 2). The list of data can 
be modified as other relevant information is 
identified, mainly regarding the mapping of 
gray literature. A spreadsheet prepared with 
the help of Microsoft Excel software, synthesi-
zing the collection script, was elaborated and 
tested during the refinement of descriptors/
keywords. 
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Figure 2 - Data extraction script. Ribeirão Preto, SP, Brazil, 2023

Data extraction script

Title

Author(s)

Reference

Keywords

Year of publication

Language

Country of publication

Location of study / city

Age(s) of population(s)

Sample size

Type(s) of violence

Main aggressor(s)

Services studied

Objective(s)

Method

Main results

Main findings that answer the question of the review

Main conclusions

Main recommendations

Presentation of the data 
The extracted data will be analyzed and pre-
sented, in a descriptive way, with the narrative 
summarization of the evidence. It is expected 
to identify possible advances, setbacks, and 
gaps in knowledge, regarding the reception of 
women in situations of violence in the care ne-
twork, aiming to qualify access and care. Other 
strategies can be idealized after the steps of 
this protocol. The final wording of the review 
will be guided by PRISMA-ScR(18), and any chan-
ge from this document is recorded and justified. 
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